Statement of Policy and Prevention Program(s) on Hazing

The University of Georgia serves to enrich student learning and support student
development and growth. Hazing is incompatible with these goals and jeopardizes
the UGA community by placing the health and safety of individuals at risk. To
further the University’s commitment to the safety of our community, and in
compliance with the Stop Campus Hazing Act, the University has established the
following statement of policy regarding prevention and awareness programs
related to hazing.

Current Policy Prohibiting Hazing

UGA'’s student conduct regulations prohibit hazing, defined as:
“Any intentional, negligent or reckless action, activity or situation that is:

1. Forced, required, or otherwise expected of someone in connection with
initiation, admission into, affiliation with, or continued membership in a student
organization, regardless of the individual’s willingness to participate; AND

2. Endangers or is likely to endanger the physical health of an individual; causes an
individual pain, embarrassment, ridicule, harassment, or severe emotional
distress; and/or meets the definition of “hazing” under applicable Georgia law,
including but not limited to the “Max Gruver Act” and the federal “Stop Campus
Hazing Act.”

Such actions, activities and situations include, but are not limited to:

- Consumption (e.g., alcohol, drugs, food or any other substance);

- Physical abuse, harm or injury (e.g., paddling, beating, whipping, and calisthenics
such as push- ups, sit-ups, jogging, running, etc.);

- Disruption of academic pursuits or endeavors (e.g., road trips, scavenger hunts,
not allowing adequate time for study, causing sleep deprivation);

- Degrading activities (e.g., line-ups, berating, nudity, sexual misconduct, acts of
personal servitude for members such as driving to class, cleaning individual
rooms, serving meals, washing cars, running errands, laundry, etc.); and
-Violation of University policies, or federal, state or local laws (e.g., theft or
destruction of property).”


https://www.legis.ga.gov/api/legislation/document/20212022/202145
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/5646
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/5646

The process for reporting and investigating hazing allegations is outlined in the
UGA Code of Conduct. All members of the University community are encouraged
to report suspected hazing to ensure a safe and respectful campus environment.

Hazing Prevention and Education at the University of Georgia

To proactively prevent hazing and promote a culture of safety and respect, the
University of Georgia implements comprehensive, campus-wide hazing
prevention programs that engage students, faculty, and staff. All students
complete an orientation module on the Code of Conduct, including its hazing
policy, and can access alcohol and substance use prevention resources and
bystander intervention training through the Fontaine Center.

Student organizations, fraternities, sororities, club sports, and athletic teams are
held to strict standards. Organization leaders must affirm their understanding of
the Code of Conduct and may be required to receive additional hazing prevention
training and/or participate in ongoing workshops. These programs and trainings,
along with annual acknowledgments, reinforce student organizations’
accountability. A more detailed outline of UGA’s hazing prevention and education
programs can be found here.


https://staysafe.uga.edu/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Part-2-SCHA.pdf
https://staysafe.uga.edu/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Part-2-SCHA.pdf

